Sallust Bellum Iugurthinum 82.1-3

As the Roman general Metellus was getting ready for battle against Jugurtha, king of
Numidia, and Bocchus, king of Mauretania, who had formed a new alliance, he was
informed that his personal enemy, the consul Marius, was to be given his province.
Sallust discusses Metellus’ reaction to the news that he was losing his province, and he
notes what others said about it and what he himself supposed. He concludes that
Metellus was upset because it was Marius who was taking his place.

Imperator postquam d& régum societate cogndvit, ndon temeré neque, uti

saepe iam victd Tugurtha consuéverat, omnibus locis pugnandi copiam facit.

Ceterum haud procul ab Cirta castris munitis r€g€s opperitur, melius esse

ratus cognitis Mauris, quoniam is novds hostis accesserat, ex commodd

pugnam facere. Interim Roma per litteras certior fit provinciam Numidiam

Marié datam; nam consulem factum ante acc€perat. Quibus rébus supra

bonum aut honestum perculsus neque lacrimas ten€re neque moderari

linguam, vir &gregius in alits artibus nimis molliter aegritidinem pati. Quam

rem alil in superbiam vert€bant, alil bonum ingenium contumélia accénsum

esse, multt quod iam parta victoria ex manibus Eriperétur. Nobis satis

cognitum est illum magis hondre MarT quam iniiiria sua excruciatum, neque

tam anxi€ latirum fuisse, sT adémpta provincia alit quam Marid traderétur.
Vocabulary
accédo, -ere, -essi, -essum, approach
aegritiido, -inis, distress
ex commodd, to his advantage
excruciare, to torture
novos = novus
pario, -ere, perperi, -tum, procure
opperior, -111, -tus, wait for
uti = ut

verto, -tere, -ti, -sum, ascribe



